Paper would enable China to "seize the high vantage point [in handling] the future world order." He added that China wanted to "show its hand early" in international relations so as "to send out China's voice, maintain China's image, and extend China's interests" (Lam, 2009b) .
Since it is impossible to be " up-to-date" on breaking news in a book devoted to current Latin American responses to globalization, I often use the Policy Paper as a framework for my analysis, though moving beyond its sometimes propagandistic yet instructive content. I begin with a focus on Chinese views, interests, and activities in Latin America and then move on to what many Latin Americans think about China's rapid expansion in the region and the PRC's actual or potential impact on security, politics, economics, and cultures in the region. In the end, I attempt a more holistic look at the interrelationship between these two distinct regions.
China's foreign relations and the Policy Paper
In his report to the 17th Congress of the CCP in October 2007, President Hu Jintao stressed that "scientific development and social harmony" are essential to the construction of "socialism with Chinese characteristics" and China's international relations (Hu, 2007) . China "is ready to carry out friendly cooperation with all countries on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence," says the 2008 Policy Paper. Many Chinese officials today imply incorrectly that PRC foreign policy since 1949 has always been based on the "Five Principles" that gained international attention in 1955 when then-Premier Zhou Enlai advanced them at the Asian-African Conference in Bandung, Indonesia. The five principles are: mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty; mutual non-aggression; non-interference in each other's internal affairs; equality and mutual benefit; and peaceful coexistence. These are principles that generally appeal to governments and peoples who have experienced colonialism and imperialism, including Latin Americans. But as Professor Zhao Suisheng notes: "Chinese leaders believe in a set of principles in international affairs, but consideration of its national interest causes Beijing to make pragmatic compromises" (Zhao, 2006, p. 15) . More bluntly, Edward Friedman writes that the CCP "tends to act on narrow notions of political realism packaged in a public relations discourse of eternal continuities and unchanging, principled behavior" (Friedman, 2010, p. 1) .
As the Cold War was ending, Deng Xiaoping laid out a "low profile" approach to foreign policy in China, sometimes termed "tāo guāng yȃng
